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through the dread universally inspired by the prox- CHAJP.XXVI*
imity of that sanguinary, barbarous, and uupitying
race. Is it to be believed, when the peculiar cha-
racter of the government and people of Ava, and
the nature of their pretensions on our eastern dis-
tricts, are duly weighed, that in such a state of
irritating, and to our subjects alarming, contact or
rather collision, we could have much longer delayed
to draw the sword in self-defence, whatever extent
of petty outrage and encroachment we might have
resolved to tolerate in the vain hope of avoiding the
necessity of war ? And if, by the intrusion of tlm
arrogant and untractablo race beyond the limits
which nature had placed between us, wo were forced
into a relative position which rendered any long
maintenance of peaceful relations not only preca-
rious, but in truth impracticable, was there any
thing at the time in the political aspect of affairs in
India, or the condition of our power and resources,
which could have required or justified our overlook-
ing a succession of positive, though perhaps, sepa-
rately considered, trifling acts of insult and aggres-
sion, in the idle speculation that, by recourse to
temporary expedients we might avert the evil that
inevitably threatened us sooner or later ? We con-
fidently answer in the negative. And when we re-
flect on the state of affairs brought about as above
by the acts and conduct of the enemy, and not by
any seeking of ours, we deliberately and conscien-
tiously affirm, notwithstanding all the embarrass-
ment and suffering which have been produced by the